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Tools and Equipment 

(refer to safety in JHA’s) 

Proper use and care of tools is essential in maintaining a safe work place for yourself and 

everyone 

at the lift. After you have been trained in their use, you may be called upon at anytime to ex 

plain and perform the correct procedures. You will be evaluated on your skills throughout the 

season and will be 

documented in any performance review. The following is a brief summary of tools you will be 

using. 

Plastic Snow Shovels 

To be used for moving softpack snow. Not to be used to chip ice, break apart hardpack snow, or 

removing bumps and ruts. This is your lightest tool and should be used accordingly. Use only 

plastic when removing snow directly from lift machinery and the conveyor lifts. 

Aluminum Snow Shovels 

Use is nearly identical to the plastic shovel, and is more prone to breaking when used 

improperly. Hard use will result in cracking and breaking. 

Black Steel Snow Shovels 

This is the heavyweight snow removal shovel. It may be used to break into harder snow piles and 

light ice. Avoid using this shovel if you can use the lighter weight shovel instead. Be aware when 

using this tool around guests. 

Square Head Steel Shovels 

An excellent all purpose tool for shaping and maintaining ramps and mazes. While good at 

removing harder materials, do not substitute for the dedicated ice chipper. Be aware when using 

this tool around guests. 

  



Snow Removal Scoop 

These may be made from plastic or aluminum. This tool has the greatest capacity for moving 

snow. It is designed to push snow in front of you, not for chipping and digging. Watch footing 

when using this tool and do not attempt to move snow beyond your physical capacity. 

Steel Ice Chippers 

Used to break apart hard ice and snow. This is a heavyweight tool. Do not use this tool to break 

apart ice on lift machinery; use caution when working on wooden and carpeted deck areas. The 

blade end is sharp, so keep aware. 

Aluminum Rakes 

Used to maintain a flat surface on ramps and maze areas. This tool is excellent for breaking apart 

ruts and bumps, pushing small amounts of snow, and keeping areas flat by tamping. Do not use 

the rake end to chisel or hammer ice. 

Straw Brooms 

Used to remove snow from chairs and deck areas around the lift. Do not hit chairs to remove 

snow, use a sweeping motion. If brooms have been cut for size, ends must be rounded off and 

smooth. 

Electric Hand Drills 

Used to drill holes in snow, dirt and ice to provide support for poles and fencing. Also used for 

general lift house ma 

intenance such as signage. 

Used properly, these tools will make your job easier. Hazard management and techniques for 

these tools will be provided in depth to you in further documentation. Broken tools must be 

reported and taken out of service immediate 

ly. Consistent improper use will result in disciplinary action. 

  



Tips for Healthier Snow Shoveling 

(refer to safety in JHA’s) 

Believe it or not there really is a right way to shovel snow. Proper snow shoveling techniques can 

reduce back a 

nd neck injuries. 

 Before shoveling, warm up with a few stretching exercises. 

 Face the snow you’re about to shovel 

 Always keep your back straight, your knees bent, and throw the snow forward. 

 Avoid throwing snow over your shoulder. 

 Twisting while throwing snow behind you can cause back strain. 

 Push the shovel to move the snow and avoid lifting whenever possible. 

 If you have to lift the snow, lift with your legs and not your back. 

 Tackle heavy snow in two stages. Begin by skimming off the snow from the top, and then 

remove the bottom layer. 

 Avoid over loading the shovel. 

 Continue to keep your body faced in the direction that you are shoveling. 

 Don’t try to shovel too much too quickly. Allow yourself the time to do the work. 

 Take frequent breaks to stand up and stretch; it is good to stretch your back in opposite 

directions. Drink water during breaks. Breathing cold air dehydrates the body. 

 Don’t force it. This tip applies especially to snowblowers. Let the snowblower do the 

work, and not try to wrestle 

with it. 

REMEMBER: When shoveling it is important to keep your back straight. If you bend forward 

while shoveling, the weight of what you are lifting increases by about ten times. 

Snowblower Operation 

(Refer to safety in JHA’s) 

The Lift operator will assign snow-blowing duties to trained personnel only. 

1. Check fuel and engine oil levels before starting engine. 

2. Make certain auger drive grip and traction drive grip are not engaged. 

3. Make sure the key is in the ignition but do not attempt to turn key. 

4. Advance throttle control to fast position. Turn choke to full. 

5. Push gas primer button three times. 

6. Start engine by pull cord or electric start button. 

7. As engine warms gradually turn choke off. 

8. Thoroughly inspect the area where the snowblower is to be used for any foreign objects. 

Shut down snowblower immediately if you strike any hidden object. 



9. Select a speed appropriate for the snow conditions. For normal conditions of fresh, 

powdery snow, advance throttle to fast position and depress and hold both the auger and 

traction drive grips to begin operations. Never move the shift lever without first releasing 

the traction drive grip. 

10. Keep clear of guests and moving chairs. 

11. Do not force the snowblower through ice or especially deep snow. 

12. Idle engine for two minutes before shutting it off. 

13. To stop engine bring throttle al the way down. 

14. Clean off all snow after use. 

15. Leave snowblower in third gear overnight in case gear selector ices up. 

16. Never attempt to clean out auger bin without first stopping engine. 


